
 

 
 

Live Animal Guidelines for Birthday Party Encounters 
 

 The animal encounter will include one educator with two live animals. A  Fernbank educator 
will present facts about each animal and answer questions before facilitating the touching 
portion. Total length of presentation is 15 to 25 minutes. 

 
 To ensure the well-being of the live animals and the safety of the handler, party guests and 

chaperones must remain seated and refrain from making loud noises during the encounter.  
 

 Party guests and chaperones will be instructed on the proper way to touch the live animals. If 
participants do not follow the animal contact guidelines, Fernbank educators reserve the right 
to end the encounter at their discretion.    

 
 Hand sanitizer will be provided at the end of the animal encounter. Any guest choosing to 

touch an animal must use hand sanitizer. 
 

 Children under the age of 4 are not be permitted to touch live animals. This is in compliance 
with recommendations from the Center for Disease Control.  

 
 Every effort will be made to accommodate the party host’s choice of animals as described 

below. However, animals presented will depend on availability the day of the event. 
 
Available animal types—Fernbank staff will select the exact animals:  
 
Amphibians (Possible species include red-legged running frog, tiger salamander— NO TOUCHING)  
 
Lizards (Possible species include: bearded dragon, blue-tongue skink, uromastyx, leopard gecko) 
 
Snakes (Possible species include: corn snake, Sinaloan milksnake, Dumeril’s boa, Eastern indigo 

snake, rubber boa) 
 
Turtles (Possible species include: Eastern or Western box turtles) 
 
Invertebrates (Possible species include: Madagascan hissing cockroaches, African giant millipedes)   
 

 
 
I understand and will adhere to the animal encounter policies outlined in this document. 
 
Signed______________________________________       Date__________________ 

I would like to request that one amphibian / lizard / snake / turtle / invertebrate 
   Please circle one 

and one  amphibian / lizard / snake / turtle / invertebrate  visit our birthday party. 
   Please circle one 


